


 
ROTARY DISTRICT 7980 

INTERACT COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 
DECEMBER 7, 2014 

POMPERAUG HIGH SCHOOL, SOUTHBURY, CONN. 

IC P’s AGENDA: 

 
11:00 am Introductions / What is ICoP’s? 
11:10 am FEATURED PRESENTATION:  Interact Club of 

Pomperaug High School (ICoP’s Host Club) 
11:25 am Breakout Exercise 
12:00 pm FEATURED PRESENTATION:  Interaction 

(Winning RYLA Challenge Project Fall 2014) 
12:15 pm Next Generations Conference 
12:30 pm District Interact Announcements 

➔ Club Information Update 
➔ District Citations 
➔ Rotary International Presidential Citation 
➔ Present World Interact Week Award 

 
What is ICoP’s? 
The Interact Council of Presidents (ICoP’s) is a committee of Interact club officers 
and advisers that convenes bimonthly to strengthen the Interact program in Rotary 
District 7980. ICoP's meetings are great venues to test project ideas, consult other 
club leaders, and launch multi-club initiatives. ICoP’s meeting are co-hosted by an 
Interact club and the Interact Executive Committee. Featured presenters share 
information, ideas, and projects, which representatives can then bring back to their 
respective Interact club. Every Interact club officer and adviser is a member of 
ICoP’s. They are encouraged to attend the bimonthly meetings, which will rotate 
venues throughout the district. 
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Interact District 7980 Executive Committee 

 
RON WEBB 

Interact District Chairperson 
Rotary Club of 

Woodbury-Southbury-Middlebury 

 
ANTHONY MASI 

Interact District Representative 
Interact Club of Trumbull 

 
DANNY LEE 

New Clubs Chairperson 
Interact Club of East Hampton High 

School 

 
CAYMAN BROWN 

Social Media Chairperson 
Interact Club of Daniel Hand High 

School 

 
MOLLY BENTLEY 

Administrative Assistant 
Interact Club of East Hampton High 

School 

What is the Interact Executive 
Committee? 

The Interact Executive Committee is responsible      
for overseeing the Interact program in Rotary       
District 7980. This includes creating new Interact       
clubs, planning district-wide events, and     
improving inter-club communication. The    
Interact Executive Committee hosts Interact     
Assemblies, the District 7980 Interact Video      
Contest, and award Interact Club Citations to       
deserving clubs. The executive committee also      
oversees the Interact Council of Presidents. 
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Stay Connected! 
 
District 7980 Youth Service Website: 
http://www.rotaryyouthservices7980.com/ 

● There are dedicated pages for Interact, RYLA, Next Generations, Youth 
Exchange, and other programs of interest. 

● There is a page for Interact club officers and advisers, where information is 
posted frequently. 

● There is a club directory and interactive map to identify contacts at 
neighboring Interact clubs. 

● The RSVP and registration forms for all Youth Service events are found on 
this website. 

 
Interact District Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/interact7980/ 

● All Interactors are encouraged to join this group! 
● Clubs are encouraged to share photos and events with other Interact clubs. 

Publicize your events, and others will support you. 
● If you are short-handed for a volunteer project, don’t be afraid to ask for 

some help from a nearby club! 
● The district officers frequently post Interact District 7980 information and 

announcements in the group. 
 
Monthly Newsletters 
email InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com to subscribe 

● On the 15th of every month, the Interact District will send an e-newsletter to 
keep all 50+ clubs informed. We feature several clubs in our newsletter each 
month. Email InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com if you would like to be 
featured in the newsletter.  

● There is also a monthly Youth Service e-newsletter sent at the beginning of 
each month. It contains announcements and information for all Rotary Youth 
Service programs and upcoming events. 

● Cloud 7980, our replacement for the Chalkboard, will be published 
seasonally to recap progress in all Youth Service programs over the 
preceding months. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Frotaryyouthservices7980.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG5OpZWebB0RBY_CSRbetR5aRh9pw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Finteract7980%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH1XwJYMG7576tpkove-Wi1yBlTCg
mailto:InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com
mailto:InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7980 
INTERACT COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 

DECEMBER 7, 2014 
 

BREAKOUT GROUP ACTIVITY: 
 
Scenario: 
It is mid December and your Interact club continues to experience declining membership. Last              
year, many of your club’s dedicated members were high school seniors, and have since              
graduated. This year, your club’s membership consists of 2 sophomores, 4 juniors, and 2              
seniors. Due to a miscommunication, your Interact club missed the deadline to reserve a table               
at your school’s club fair. No freshmen have expressed interest in joining your club. The school                
administration, who pays a stipend to your faculty adviser, has taken notice of your Interact               
club’s declining membership. In a meeting with the faculty adviser and the club president, the               
administration has threatened to shut down the club unless it attracts 10 new members in the                
next two months and differentiates itself from the Key Club at your school. 
 
Task: 
You will organize evenly into breakout groups and form your          
own Interact club for this activity. You will have 25 minutes to            
develop: 

1. A detailed strategy to increase club membership, 
2. A two minute presentation with the purpose of        

convincing school administrators to keep the Interact       
club. 

 
Be sure to: 

● outline specific goals and timeframes 
● establish benchmarks to evaluate the completion of       

these goals 
● address the specific concerns of school administrators 
● identify resources your Interact club will utilize to increase membership 
● identify methods of retaining members and promoting sustainable club growth 

 
 
Your Interact club will construct a poster and give a 2 minute presentation to the group                
outlining your plan. Be creative, and use your past experiences to guide your thinking. 



Who: Grades 9 to 12!
When: February 28, 2015!
Where: Choate Rosemary!
Wallingford, CT!
From: 9 AM to 5 PM!
!
How: Apply at:
http://rotaryyouthservices7980.com/next-generations/
registration/ !
!
Cost: $35 (please refer to our About page to learn more about the process)!

Parent, Advisor & Rotarian Session begins 

at approximately 3:30 PM


Engage in collaboration Build a support network 
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We	  will	  investigate	  
	  the	  following	  topics:	  

Sex	  
Self	  

Drugs	  &	  Alcohol	  
Communications	  &	  Technology	  

Sexuality	  

Ques%ons?	  	  Please	  email	  T.J.	  McMahon	  at	  	  tj_mcmahon@yahoo.com	  
Sponsorship	  concerns?	  Please	  email	  Dave	  Ullman	  at	  dju430@aol.com	  	  	  

“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.”  
– John F. Kennedy 



 



Written by Elsbeth Kane, Interact club of Valley Regional High School  Revised by Anthony Masi, Interact club of Trumbull 
for the April 2013 Interact Assembly, Membership Development Breakout  Last Revised: 11/30/2014  
First Released:  4/6/2013 

* Your ability to hold on to current club 
members and bring in new ones is essential 
to your club's success. To keep members 
coming back, involve them in club activities 
and encourage them to take on club 
leadership roles. To help your club grow, 
bring in members with special interests and 
abilities who are enthusiastic about the 
social and service aspects of Interact. * 
 
Consider these suggestions for maintaining 
a strong, committed membership: 
 
Set goals. Set membership goals and 
encourage all club members to work to meet 
them. For example, challenge members to 
bring in one new Interactor each year, and 
offer an award or prize to the member who 
recruits the most new members. 
 
Keep current members. Keeping active 
club members is just as important as 
gaining new ones. With a large number of 
enthusiastic, dedicated members, your club 
will be better able to carry out successful 
service projects and attract new members. 

 
 Hold a special meeting or event to 

welcome and celebrate new club 

members. 

 

 Explain the opportunities and benefits 

that come with Interact membership. 

Members who understand Interact and 

its purpose are more likely to remain 

active in the club. 

 

 Ask experienced Interactors to "adopt" 

new members and make them feel 

welcome. 

 
 Assign committee responsibilities to 

veteran member to let them know 

they’re important to the club. 

 

 Recognize club members who dedicate 

extra time to service projects. 

 

 Maintain a good age and gender 

balance. Different points of view 

contribute to a richer Interact 

experience. 

 

 Get feedback from members on the 

types of meetings, activities, and 

projects they enjoy. 

  

 



Written by Elsbeth Kane, Interact club of Valley Regional High School  Revised by Anthony Masi, Interact club of Trumbull 
for the April 2013 Interact Assembly, Membership Development Breakout  Last Revised: 11/30/2014  
First Released:  4/6/2013 

 Plan social events to bring members 

closer together. 

 

 Monitor attendance to ensure everyone 

comes to at least 60 percent of the club's 

meetings. Members with high 

attendance are the most likely to stay 

involved. 

 

 Keep members informed through a club 

newsletter, distributed either in print or 

electronically. Mention service projects 

and fundraising efforts, news from 

Rotarv International, Interact club 

leadership reports, a brief summary of 

club meetings, and sponsor Rotary club 

activities that may interest Interactors. 

Include the name and address of the 

Interact club, its meeting time and 

place, the name of the sponsor Rotarv 

club, and the Rotary district number in 

your newsletter. 

 

-Let them know we are here!- 

 

 Emphasize the club’s service efforts and 

successes, the internationality of 

Interact, and the opportunity for 

members to take on leadership roles 

while having fun and making new 

friends. 

 

 Publicize your club’s activities in the 

school newspaper and local media. 

 

 Invite potential members to participate 

in a service project or attend a club 

meeting so that they see Interact in 

action. 

 

 Develop a club web site (facebook) 

where potential members can learn 

about Interact club projects and find out 

how to join. Ask you school to include a 

link to your club’s site on its web site. 

 

 Arrange for Interact displays at local 

libraries, coffee shops, community 

centers, or anywhere else youth gather. 
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2014-15 ROTARY DISTRICT 7980 CITATIONS
FOR INTERACT CLUBS
Every year, Rotary International District 7980 issues citations to deserving Interact clubs to recognize their achievements and
efforts over the past year. Achieving a district citation reflects an Interact club's ability to represent the local and international
communities of Rotary, work together with their sponsoring Rotary club(s), and engage their members at the district level. 
The three district citations offered by Rotary International District 7980 are summarized below. The specific criteria for each 
citation is outlined on the back of the sheet.

1. The Interact Citation (level 1, 5 criteria): is awarded to Interact clubs that meet the minimum requirements 
set forth by the Interact District 7980 Executive Committee.

2. The Youth Service Citation (level 2, 8 criteria): is awarded to Interact clubs that complete the minimum 
requirements, as well as involve themselves in other programs listed under Rotary’s fifth Avenue of Service (Youth 
Service).

3. The District Governor's Citation (level 3, 12 criteria): is awarded to Interact clubs that not only complete the
minimum requirements and involve themselves in Youth Service programs, but also go above and beyond in 
representing the local and international communities of Rotary.

Use the back of this sheet to plan and report Interact accomplishments for the 2014-15 Rotary year. An Interact club is 
eligible for a district citation if they have fulfilled every requirement for that citation. All activities must be completed 
between July 1, 2014, and March 31, 2015.

To apply for a district citation, the qualifying Interact club should have the bottom of this sheet signed by their Interact club 
president, Interact club adviser, and sponsoring Rotary club president(s). The signed form should then be scanned and 
emailed to InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com no later than Tuesday, March 31, 2015.

DISTRICT CITATION APPLICATION FORM
Name of Applicant Interact Club:  Interact Club of  

Please select the highest level citation your club has qualified for (select 1):

 Interact Citation (level 1)
 Youth Service Citation (level 2)
 District Governor's Citation (level 3)

Signatures: By signing this form, I affirm that my Interact club has fulfilled every requirement for 
the citation denoted above:

Interact Club President(s)  _______________________________ Date: ________

Interact Club Adviser(s)  _______________________________ Date: ________

Rotary Club President(s)  _______________________________ Date: ________

mailto:InteractClubsD7980@gmail.com
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8 C
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old regular, full-club m
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onth.






2
Identify and report Interact club officers for the 2015-2016 year to the Interact E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee no later than F

ebruary 1, 

2015.
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C

arry out a school or com
m

unity service project/ fundraiser to support one of R
otary’s six areas of focus.
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ngage your club at the district level of Interact by sending m
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bers to at least tw
o Interact D

istrict functions (including 

Interact D
istrict A
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blies, and/or IC

oP
's)






5
C

ollaborate w
ith your sponsoring R

otary club(s) on at least one project and have your Interact club officers attend at least one 

R
otary club m

eeting.
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end club m
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bers to R
otary leadership conferences, such as N
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enerations and/or R

Y
LA
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articipate in the R
otary D

istrict 7980 Interact-R
otaract joint service project.




8
Introduce your m
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bers to other Y
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ervice opportunities (like R

Y
LA

, N
ext G

enerations, and R
otaract) through a 

presentation by a past participant.




9
E

ducate others about Interact by offering a presentation to a R
otary club, school, or other com

m
unity organization currently 

w
ithout an Interact club.



10
P

articipate in at least one acivity that prom
otes international understanding.
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rganize a joint project w
ith another E
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ct, Interact, and/or R

otaract club.


12
O

rganize a joint project w
ith one of R

otary's partners, like the B
oy S

couts of A
m

erica.


U
se this checklist to track your Interact club's progress tow

ards earning a citation. O
nce all requirem

ents for a citation are fufilled, please 

subm
it a signed D

istrict C
itation A

pplication F
orm

 to InteractC
lubsD

7980@
gm

ail.com
. A

pplications are due no later than M
arch 31, 2015.
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How does your Interact club make a difference? Use this form to plan and report Interact accomplishments for the 2014-15 
Rotary year. To qualify for the Presidential Citation, Interact clubs must carry out activities, listed below, in order to score at 
least 35 points. All activities must be completed between 1 July 2014 and 31 March 2015.

In addition, the Interact club must have an active status with Rotary International. Before completing this form, the president 
of the sponsor Rotary club must confirm that status by checking the New Generations Clubs report in Rotary Club Central.  
The president then signs the form to certify the Interact club’s achievements and sends it to the district governor, who must 
receive it by 31 March 2015. This form should not be sent to Rotary International, as it will not be processed. 

District governors must report the names of the qualifying Interact clubs in their districts through My Rotary by 15 April 2015. 

ACTIVITIES

  Participate in a local or district Rotary Day event (consult the Rotary Days brochure for information) or other Rotary event.   
  (15 points)

  Participate in at least one activity that promotes international understanding. (15 points) 

  Introduce your members to other Rotary opportunities for young leaders, such as RYLA, Youth Exchange, or Rotaract.  
  (10 points)

  Participate in a fundraiser to support polio eradication. (10 points)

  Submit a video for the Interact Video Contest. (10 points)

  Participate in a school or community service project or fundraiser to support one of Rotary’s areas of focus. (10 points)

  Collaborate with one of Rotary’s service partners, such as YSA.  (5 points)

  Participate in a career day or mentoring activity. (5 points)

  Recommend an outbound Interactor who then joins a Rotaract club. (10 points)

Total number of points  (minimum of 35 points to qualify)

Interact club 

Sponsor Rotary club 

I have confirmed that this Interact club has an active status with Rotary International. I understand that a club must have an 
active status in order to qualify for the Presidential Citation for Interact Clubs. 

Signature of sponsor Rotary club president 

2014-15 PRESIDENTIAL CITATION  
FOR INTERACT CLUBS

EN—(414)

http://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotaract-interact-and-ryla
https://www.rotary.org/en/youth-exchanges
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotaract-interact-and-ryla
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/exchange-ideas/club-connections/interact-clubs
https://www.rotary.org/en/document/589
http://www.ysa.org/

